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Alcatel-Lucent, Placecast marry location with
mobile ads
May 21, 2009 10:32 AM, By Sarah Reedy

Alcatel-Lucent and1020 Placecast team up to offer carriers location-relevant brand messaging,
advertisements

Alcatel-Lucent (NYSE: ALU) is trying its hand at mobile advertising with the help of location-based
advertising provider 1020 Placecast. The companies today announced plans to jointly provide mobile
operators and brands with location-targeted ads based on Alcatel’s geofencing technology and Placecast’s
location-targeting capabilities.

Alcatel-Lucent already provides ad-insertion for IPTV but is hoping to capitalize on the burgeoning market
for relevant mobile ads – and the equally hot market for location-based services (LBS). The platform lets
consumers opt in and provide operators with a list of the stores and brands from which they would like to
receive content and information. They can also set the parameters of the service – how often they receive
ads from each individual brand, at what times or in what form – SMS or MMS. The ads they receive can
come in the form of the classic Starbucks coupon example or a notice when their favorite line at a nearby
Target is on sale.

“When you add in a click-to-call or click-to-map, the relevancy of that message greatly increases the
effectiveness of the marketing over showing a user a standard ad,” said Alistair Goodman, chief executive
officer of 1020 Placecast. “Part of what is unique about the combination of our technologies is the ability to
create that offering and do it at scale.”

Placecast works with the advertisers to create scalable, location-based messaging campaigns for mobile, and
Alcatel-Lucent manages and delivers the content on the carrier’s behalf. Alcatel-Lucent’s geo-fencing
technology lets the advertiser create certain regions for targeting – as broad or specific as they want. When
the consumer enters that geofence, Placecast delivers a proximity-based ad or marketing campaign. Alcatel-
Lucent won’t reveal exact locations, just the fact that the consumer entered a designated geographical area.
Mark Disbrow, head of Alcatel-Lucent's LBS business, said they adhere to the privacy requirements of any
carrier they work with.

Alcatel Lucent, along with Telcordia, is a member of the TM Forum’s Counter Encounter, an initiative for
service providers and suppliers to determine how to best manage content and generate revenue from mobile
services. Advertisements are one aspect of what it will take for carriers to successfully enter the content
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business, according to Grant Lenahan, Telcordia's vice president and strategist of service solutions. He
stressed that mobile ads have to give consumers something in return, and location by itself isn’t necessarily
the most targeted way to reach someone on mobile.

1 2 Next

Acceptable Use Policy

Add New Comment

You are commenting as a Guest. You may select one to log into:

  

Logged in as
 Logout from DISQUS

 Guest    Register with DISQUS Why?

Type your comment here.

Community Page   Comments feed

 
blog comments powered by Disqus

© 2009 Penton Media, Inc.

javascript:toggleHelp()
http://telephonyonline.com/wireless/news/alcatel-placecast-mobile-ads-0521/index1.html
http://telephonyonline.com/wireless/news/alcatel-placecast-mobile-ads-0521/index1.html
http://www.penton.com/Pages/AcceptableUsePolicy.aspx
http://disqus.com/
http://telephonyonline.com/wireless/news/alcatel-placecast-mobile-ads-0521/index.html#
http://disqus.com/login/?next=article:18917916
http://disqus.com/logout/?ctkn=21bc467119200cb06806902fa8e2f5b0
http://telephonyonline.disqus.com/alcatel_lucent_placecast_marry_location_with_mobile_ads/
http://telephonyonline.disqus.com/alcatel_lucent_placecast_marry_location_with_mobile_ads/latest.rss
http://disqus.com/

