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Hello Kitty debuts on the iPhone
By Giselle Abramovich

January 22, 2009

It took over 30 years, but Hello

Kitty is now part of the expansive

iPhone application party.

FunMobility created the

application for Sanrio-owned

Hello Kitty. Now fans of the

loveable feline can personalize

their iPhone’s and take Hello Kitty

wherever they go.

“I think that Sanrio is constantly

reinventing its offering to be

relevant to a wider audience,” said Adam Lavine, CEO of

FunMobility. “Sanrio is also extending its reach into a new segment

of people, reaching not only their existing fans, but possibly even

new ones.”

FunMobility develops branded mobile applications. Its partners

include carriers T-Mobile, Sprint, Verizon and AT&T. DreamWorks,

the MLB and Primedia are some of its content partners.

FunMobility distributes applications and content direct to

consumers through FunMo.com. It claims 2 million unique users a

month visit the site.

The Hello Kitty application gives gaining access to over 50

wallpapers that can be matched to a person's personality or

interests.

This isn’t the first time that the friendly feline has pawed her way

to mobile.
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to mobile.

Hello Kitty first made her debut on mobile in July.

Sanrio announced an agreement with mobile FunMobility to make

loveable characters Hello Kitty, My Melody, Badtz-Maru, Chococat,

Deery-Lou, Tuxedo Sam, Little Twin Stars, Cinnamoroll and

Pochacco available to mobile users.

With the first partnership, Sanrio character-branded wallpapers

became available to major carrier storefronts via syndication.

With the success of the iPhone, it was only a matter of time before

the brand in the found a new channel to entertain women and

children of all ages.

The two companies also plan to announce a separate wallpaper

application featuring Hello Kitty's favorite friends, which is expected

in the coming months.

“Mobile helps Sanrio extend its brand because people are able to

personalize their phones and its public so it is like wearing a T-shirt

in the street – other people will most definitely see it,” Mr. Lavine

said.

“The application is geared towards women ages 18-34 who are

well-educated and have a reasonable household income,” he said.

“This demographic overlaps with the type of user that is drawn to

the iPhone.”

Associate Editor Giselle Abramovich covers ad networks,

advertising, content, email, media, messaging, legal/privacy,

search, social networks, television and video. Reach her at

giselle@mobilemarketer.com.

Like this article? Sign up for a free subscription to Mobile

Marketer's must-read newsletters on mobile marketing. Click here!

Share this article:           

 

Related content: Content, FunMobility, Sanrio, Hello Kitty, Adam

Lavine

Whitepapers

SECTORS
Advertising agencies

Apparel and accessories

Arts and entertainment

Automotive

Business to business

Consumer electronics

Consumer packaged goods

Education

Financial services

Food and beverage

Government

Healthcare

Home furnishings

Legal/privacy

Marketing

Media/publishing

Nonprofits

Politics

Real estate

Retail

Software and technology

Sports

Telecommunications

Travel

SERVICES
Advertise

Subscribe

Privacy policy

http://ads.mobilemarketer.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=80__zoneid=32__channel_ids=,2,__source=Articles__cb=754256488a__maxdest=http://www.mobilemarketer.com/newsletter.php
http://ads.mobilemarketer.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=80__zoneid=32__channel_ids=,2,__source=Articles__cb=754256488a__maxdest=http://del.icio.us/post?url=&title=
http://ads.mobilemarketer.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=80__zoneid=32__channel_ids=,2,__source=Articles__cb=754256488a__maxdest=http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=add&bkmk=&title=
http://ads.mobilemarketer.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=80__zoneid=32__channel_ids=,2,__source=Articles__cb=754256488a__maxdest=http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=
http://ads.mobilemarketer.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=80__zoneid=32__channel_ids=,2,__source=Articles__cb=754256488a__maxdest=http://www.simpy.com/simpy/LinkAdd.do?href=&title=
http://ads.mobilemarketer.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=80__zoneid=32__channel_ids=,2,__source=Articles__cb=754256488a__maxdest=http://www.newsvine.com/_tools/seed
http://ads.mobilemarketer.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=80__zoneid=32__channel_ids=,2,__source=Articles__cb=754256488a__maxdest=http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/news/content/2502.html#
http://ads.mobilemarketer.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=80__zoneid=32__channel_ids=,2,__source=Articles__cb=754256488a__maxdest=http://www.blinklist.com/index.php?Action=Blink/addblink.php&Description=&Url=&Title=
http://ads.mobilemarketer.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=80__zoneid=32__channel_ids=,2,__source=Articles__cb=754256488a__maxdest=http://reddit.com/submit?url=&title=
http://ads.mobilemarketer.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=80__zoneid=32__channel_ids=,2,__source=Articles__cb=754256488a__maxdest=http://www.tagza.com/submit.php?url=&title=&popup=yes
http://ads.mobilemarketer.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=80__zoneid=32__channel_ids=,2,__source=Articles__cb=754256488a__maxdest=http://blogmarks.net/my/new.php?mini=1&title=
http://ads.mobilemarketer.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=80__zoneid=32__channel_ids=,2,__source=Articles__cb=754256488a__maxdest=http://www.netvouz.com/action/submitBookmark?url=&title=&popup=yes
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/Adam+Lavine
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/FunMobility
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/Hello+Kitty
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/Sanrio
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/news/content.html
http://ads.mobilemarketer.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=360__zoneid=27__source=Articles__cb=4e0a4484ae__maxdest=http://www.sumotext.com/pricing.html
http://ads.mobilemarketer.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=408__zoneid=34__source=Articles__cb=60627f8154__maxdest=http://mobithinking.com/white-papers/best-and-worst-of-the-mobile-web/?mm_newsletter_IMU
http://ads.mobilemarketer.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=437__zoneid=35__source=Articles__cb=aaa8c3fee9__maxdest=http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/opinion/classic-guides/1468.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/whitepapers.php
http://ads.mobilemarketer.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=296__zoneid=7__source=Articles__cb=0937afdea4__maxdest=http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/lib/1718.pdf
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/sectors/advertising-agencies.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/sectors/apparel-accessories.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/sectors/arts-entertainment.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/sectors/automotive.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/sectors/business-b2b.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/sectors/consumer-electronics.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/sectors/consumer-packaged-goods.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/sectors/education.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/sectors/financial-services.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/sectors/food-beverage.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/sectors/government.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/sectors/healthcare.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/sectors/home-furnishings.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/sectors/legal-privacy.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/sectors/marketing.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/sectors/media-publishing.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/sectors/nonprofits.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/sectors/politics.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/sectors/real-estate.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/sectors/retail.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/sectors/software-technology.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/sectors/sports.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/sectors/telecommunications.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/sectors/travel.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/general/1.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/newsletter.php
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/general/2.html


1/26/09 5:57 PMHello Kitty debuts on the iPhone - Mobile Marketer - Content

Page 3 of 3http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/news/content/2502.html

News tips: news@mobilemarketer.com Advertising: ads@mobilemarketer.com | Advertisement rates ©

2009 Napean LLC. All rights reserved. Privacy policy | Contact us

Mobile Marketer homepage | Content news RSS Feed

CMS by Netconcepts

TAG CLOUD

Apple ATT BlackBerry Google iPhone Microsoft mobile
Mobile advertising mobile commerce mobile content

mobile Internet mobile marketing Mobile

Marketing Association mobile search mobile video mobile

Web MySpace Nokia Research In Motion SMS Sprint text

messaging Verizon Verizon Wireless Yahoo

Privacy policy

About us

Contact us

MY ACCOUNT
Sign in to your account

Register now

http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/general/4.html
mailto:news@mobilemarketer.com
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/general/2.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/general/1.html
mailto:ads@mobilemarketer.com
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/
http://feeds.mobilemarketer.com/news/content
http://www.netconcepts.com/
http://ads.mobilemarketer.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=422__zoneid=1__source=Articles__cb=fe379b1bb1__maxdest=%20http://partners.chacha.com/ae/ae_01_mm.php
http://ads.mobilemarketer.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=113__zoneid=30__source=Articles__cb=828d84bc4d__maxdest=http://www.mobilemarketer.com/newsletter.php
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/Yahoo
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/text+messaging
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/Mobile+advertising
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/MySpace
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/mobile+Internet
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/Sprint
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/mobile+content
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/iPhone
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/mobile+Web
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/Nokia
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/mobile+marketing
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/mobile+video
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/mobile+commerce
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/Verizon+Wireless
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/Research+In+Motion
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/mobile
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/BlackBerry
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/ATT
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/SMS
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/Verizon
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/mobile+search
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/Mobile+Marketing+Association
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/Microsoft
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/Google
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/tag/Apple
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/general/2.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/general/3.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/cms/general/4.html
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/login.php
http://www.mobilemarketer.com/account.php

